Being the linchpin in the increasingly globalised economy, the financial sector has the potential to play a key role in the international struggle towards Sustainable Development (SD) by steering today's but also tomorrow's resource usage. Increasingly, initiatives are taken by actors in the financial community to not only regard the fiduciary responsibility of investors, but also to incorporate wider concerns of ethical, social and environmental character.
Sustainable Investments (SI), among numerous denominations, are investments that combine the investors' financial needs and the investment's societal and environmental impacts. This investment segment has grown to a non-negligible size during the last decade and has found many advocators within as well as outside the investment community such as academics, analysts, investors, NGO's and fund trustees. The common promotion of SI's is by merely stressing their financial performance in comparison to mainstream investments, neglecting to emphasise the environmental and social performance of such investments.
A contributing factor for this may be due to the difficulties for companies to extract quantifiable data, despite existing reporting and assessment initiatives. Another issue obstructing a clear view on the societal contribution of SI's is the fundamental question of who is to decide what is ethical and sustainable. To what degree are the ethical considerations of institutional and mutual funds coherent with the views of investors and society in general?
The main objective of this conference special stream is to survey the SI phenomenon today, detecting and discussing present opportunities and obstacles, and importantly, to find roads for improvements, enhancing the imperative role that SIs can play in financing operations that lead to improved environmental and social performances in concert with a thriving economy. For the conference stream on the Contribution of Sustainable Investments to Sustainable Development, we are seeking offers of papers addressing the following research areas:
• How can SI become a long-term driver for influencing corporate behaviour towards SD? • Identify institutional opportunities and obstacles for SI -incentive and decision structures 
